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Attac's International Activities 
1. Presentation - Seattle marks an important turn 


Seattle marks a break, and today the civil society 
movements that mobilized for this occasion are 
confronted with another set of challenges and 
responsibilities. 


Since the creation of ATTAC, we have always put 
the accent on the emergence of struggle and 
action coordinated on an international level. This 
action has taken place in different regions 
(consider the European marches, the strong desire 
for action by the ETUC) and even on a worldwide 
level (campaign for the elimination of the debt, 
Jubilee 2000, mobilization against the AMI, etc.). 


The effects of the new liberalism and globalization 
are at the heart of the situation; the social effects 
can be witnessed in the increase in global 
inequalities, increase in unemployment, and 
increase in poverty. On a global scale, there are 
also major environmental and political effects. It 
seems as if we are being deprived of democracy, 
as at every level, we are deprived of adequate 
choice and deprived of the chance to be heard. 
The emergence of coordinated struggle can also 
be explained by  the- re-organization of 
international institutions; actions are organized 
against new continental institutions (the EU, 


NAFTA, etc.) and institutions which have growing 
international power (G7, IMF, WTO). 


This new dimension of an active international civil 
society continues to develop as market-liberalism 
continues to gain ground and what we call the 
"worker's movement" remains very weak. This is 
what is complicated after Seattle. 


The failure of the WTO meeting in Seattle is due to 
several factors, first of which is the competition 
between the European Union and the United 
States and North/South divisions. The role of the 
protest movement did play an important role, and 
was widely recognized by the press, such that this 
movement is now considered a determining factor 
for the failure of the Seattle conference. 


This valorization of the protest movement has 
many obvious advantages, but also bears with it 
the responsibility to answer to new demands. 


2. A confirmation 


One of our difficulties that we have been aware of 
from the start comes from the variety of different 
angles from which to approach the fight against 
globalization. For many countries in the South 
and certain Northern European nations, the 
struggle is concentrated around the debt (consider 
the demonstrations planned for Jubilee 2000 in 
Birmingham in 1998 and in Cologne 1999). For 
others the struggle is against the IMF and the 


ps 


attac 


lending programs to which these countries are 
victims. 


The mobilization in Seattle confirms the fact that 
the struggle is largely diversified. If the effects of 
Seattle are international, the mobilization itself 
only concerns a handful of countries: the US, 
Canada, France, Switzerland, and on a smaller 
scale Spain, South Korea and Belgium. At the 
time of the mobilization around Seattle, important 
mobilization around the theme of globalization and 
market liberalism took place in Latin America, in 
the Philippines and in other parts of the world, but 
was not necessarily limited to a campaign against 
the WTO. This is good news for a multi-themed 
approach, but also an added difficulty in the 
organization of truly international mobilization. 


3. Problems of direction 


Problems of direction existed before Seattle but 
Seattle demonstrated the need to articulate a 
united stance on several pertinent issues. 


For ATTAC, the of important questions are as 
follow: 

- The Tobin tax and the fight against financial 
speculation: feasibility, mecessary international 
resources needed to put the tax into place, 
distribution and use of the funds collected from 
the tax. 

- The debt/ total or partial cancellation of the 
debt, the implementation of controls which would 
prevent the accumulation of debt from becoming a 
financial source for dictators and corrupt regimes; 
and in the long term, the problem posed by all 
public debt. 

- International institutions - if we all agree on the 
critiques of these institutions, we must also think 
of some remedies. 

- The need to respect fundamental rights. This 
question gains importance as conflicts and as the 
"international conscience" confronts the social, 
environmental and democratic problems raised by 
market liberalism. 


4. Important dates on the calendar 


Before entering the details of our goals and 
objectives for 2000, it is useful to highlight some 
of the important events on the calendar of various 
international institutions. On the national and 
international scale, these events will be important 
times to organize eventual mobilization 


- Davos; end of January, World Economic Forum 


- Bangkok, mid - February, General Assembly of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development 

- Washington, mid-April, IMF meeting, counter- 
rally organized by the American network of NGOs 
called "50 Years is Enough" 

- Geneva, mid-June, United Nations conference, 
Copenhagen + 5. This is a follow up conference 
organized to discuss questions of _ social 
development. 

- Okinawa, Japan, end of July, G-7 

-Nice, 6 and 7 December, European Union Summit 


5. Objectives for the year 2000 


The year 2000 will allow us to take into 
consideration the advances made in the last two 
years and to reflect on our new responsibilities 
after the success of the Seattle mobilization. 
Practically speaking, this suggests the following: 
participating in the creation of common 
international expression of the forces gathered in 
Seattle and developing campaigns of action on the 
following themes (articulated at the international 
conference in June) - financial speculation, the 
debt, IMF programs, International Free Trade 
agreements, etc.; 


The creation of a common international expression 
is the most pressing demand, but also the most 
complicated. The complications arise from three 
different areas: 

- The large diversity of concerned forces, 
organizational differences, differences in militancy, 
differences in directions. This diversity is seen in 
the unions, NGOs, associations, and militants and 
other radicals working as lobbies. 

- Problems of direction, as mentioned above, and 
related to question of diversity 

- Strategic choices. A quick analysis will allow us 
to recognize three options 

- Construct an international ant-capitalist current 
in opposition to the system in place. This is the 
choice of People's Global Action. 

- Focus on putting pressure on_ international 
institutions. This is what several NGOs are doing 
who are currently in dialogue with the World Bank, 
and those who are susceptible to the siren call of 
"democratization" of the WTO. 

- Lastly, the option adopted by ATTAC, privilege 
the construction of relations of force - on the 
national and international level - and which takes 
into account a clear plan of action and the desire 
to enlarge this plan. 


The above classification clarifies the available 
options, and offers equilibrium of opinion. It will 
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be up to us to manage the tensions between those 
who are more radical and those who work in the 
institutional framework. The important point is to 
be sure to keep the movement open, and not to 
succumb to sectarianism. We must keep the 
debate open between those who organize around 
specific themes and those who prefer a larger, 
wide-reaching international action. 


For example, on the question of international 
institutions, it should be possible to reach a 
consensus of opinion, through common action and 
mobilization among those who call for reform of 
the WTO and those who call for the suppression of 
the WTO, however far apart their original positions 
may seem. 


Practically speaking, in order to organize an 
international encounter that would allow for the 
common expression of NGOS, associations and 
unions, after Seattle, we must closely follow the 
events and agendas of the large institutions. The 
heterogeneity of forces to gather is too large for 
anyone one partner to have the authority to make 
an international call to action. This difficulty 
would not exist had there been an international 
strategic meeting at Seattle and the creation of an 
international plan of action. However, this was 
not the case. Thus, we must attempt to organize 
such a meeting at the next possible occasion. 


In the year 2000, the occasion that presents itself 
as a key moment for such action is the conference 
in Geneva in June. The advantages of Geneva are 
numerous. The date is six months after Seattle, a 
reasonable maturation period. Geneva, located in 
the center of Europe, is a practical place to 
assemble large groups of people and lastly, the 
large institutional presence, with the International 
Labor Office (thus, unions) and of course the 
headquarters of the World Trade Organization on 
site, allows us to clearly oppose our opposition 
and their symbols. 


To prepare for Geneva other moments will be 
helpful as well. First, in Bangkok, in February, 
there is the general assembly of the UNCTAD. 
Unlike Seattle, the present forces will hold several 
strategic meetings. (Focus of Global South, an 
association that ATTAC has been working with for 
one year, is organizing these meetings). Many of 
our international partners will be participating in 
this event - Via Campesina, MST from Brazil, 
Jubilee South (the South African group) and all 
the Asian forces. 


We will use this opportunity to launch a call to 
action for Geneva and work on a common 
international plan of action. Following Bangkok, 
there is also the rally in Washington in April or 
other moments such as the Water Summit in The 
Hague in March. 


If the calendar lends itself to action, we must 
know exactly what we will do! This brings us back 
to questions asked above, which still need to be 
reflected on. We at ATTAC will reflect on these 
questions on our own, but will also work in close 
contact with our international partners to 
formulate an international plan of action. 


The second point - The Thematic Campaigns of 
Action: 


- The debt. This cannot be ignored because of the 
heaviness it weighs over the concerned countries. 
The difficulties lie in the different international 
positions. The British, leading the international 
campaign, are more or less pleased with Tony 
Blair's announcement for a unilateral cancellation 
of the debt on behalf of London - even if it will 
take place over an extended period of time and 
only concerns a small number of countries. 
However, countries like South Africa would prefer 
to see more ambitious action. The geographic 
location of the next G-7 meeting in Okinawa will 
make it difficult for large rallies, like there were in 
Birmingham and Copenhagen. 

- The IMF will be in the spotlight this fall. The 
general assembly will take place in Prague in 
September. Forces already exist in this area in 
France and elsewhere. ATTAC should coordinate 
their actions with these other collectives in order 
to develop a strong position on the question. 

- World Trade Organization. 

- The Water Summit in The Hague this spring will 
be an occasion to see our partners and to mobilize 
around this important question. Globally 
speaking, we can see a myriad of themes related 
to the idea of a market dictatorship. 

- Tobin Tax and the fight against financial 
speculation. ATTAC is planning a meeting with its 
European partners in Paris on March 4th. We're 
also organizing a working meeting on the theme 
of collection and distribution of the Tobin Tax. We 
foresee some sort of mobilization around the time 
of the summit organized the French presidency, in 
December 2000 in Nice. 


ATTAC International Office of Secretary 
attacint@attac.org 
Translation Ashley Searle 
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Volunteer Translator Group coorditrad@attac.org 





Globalization and Convenience Ports 


The shipwreck of the Erika on 12 December 1999 
is a glaring example of the serious environmental 
dangers of the new global economy. 


The Erika sunk off the coast of Brittany on 
December 12th last year. Fortunately the Indian 
crew of 24 was able to leave unscathed. 
Unfortunately, the same cannot be said for the 
Brittany or French Atlantic coastlines which are 
inundated with 400 km of black sludge and where 
at least 50 000 birds have died. 


But, as usual, this was completely avoidable. The 
Erika was 24 years old - international regulations 
forbid use of oil tankers older than 25 years. The 
boat had been previously been refused by Shell, 
BP, and Exxon before being welcomed (at a 
bargain price to be sure) by the TotalFina group, 
the number one industrial group in France. 
(TotalFina’s merger with Elf having been approved 
by Brussels last week, they will become number 
three world-wide.) 


There is an international racket of “pavilions de 
complaisance” which allows companies like 
TotalFina to ostensibly escape all responsibility for 
environmental disasters such as the _ Erika. 
Companies such as TotalFina set up subsidiaries in 
other countries (Total International Limited in the 
Bahamas and Total Transport Corporation in 
Panama) to handle the shipping portion of the 
business and ensure the opacity of the boat 
leasing. These companies then find the cheapest 
boats using, of course, the cheapest labor possible 
and then they secure the subcontracting payment 
from the mother company. 


The countries where the boats are registered and 
supposedly inspected tend to be miniscule and yet 
are have taken 56.5% of the world shipping 
markets. Their fleets are aging rapidly (average 
age of ships registered in Antigua is 17 years, 21 
years in St Vincent and 22 years in the Turks and 
Calicoes (sp?)) The oil companies represent 35% 
of the world commercial market in shipping - and 
56% of their boats are 20 years and older. 


The “pavilions de complaisance” allow companies 
to practice triple dumping: regulation dumping by 
going to countries that do not have the means or 
the desire to be careful of their inspections, fiscal 
dumping by avoiding the registration charges in 
their own countries (the pavilions being 30-50% 


less expensive on average), and social dumping in 
that the crews are smaller and smaller and employ 
Indians, Philippinos, and other minorities without 
benefits, unions, and very low pay. In an interview 
with Liberation on 7 December 2000, Karun 
Mathur, the captain of the Erika was quoted as 
saying, “Before on the tankers, the crew was 
about 60 people. On the Erika, we had just 26. 
Only the Indian national pavilions still kept 50 
crew members, but it is because they were less 
well paid than on the boats of the private 
companies”. ( “Karun Mathur, capitaine de I’Erika 
rompt le silence, ‘Les equipages travaillent en 
dessous du seuil de sécurité’” Liberation 2/7/00) 


Michael Finocchiaro newsletter@attac.org 





External Debt: Who Owes What To 
Whom? 


Quick profits were the aim of the rich countries 
who, thirty years ago, lent large sums to the 
poorer nations. Did anyone have the foresight, at 
the time, to realise that these usurious ‘loans’ 
would lead poorer countries to an_ intolerable 
situation of utter dependence on the 'developed' 
world? External debt is at the present time the 
most serious problem facing many countries of 
Africa, South America and Asia. 


Recognition of this fact fuelled the unprecedented 
popular success of the Jubilee 2000 campaign for 
the cancellation of third world debt, which 
culminated at the G7 summit in Cologne last J une. 
This campaign was successful in putting the 
problem of debt onto the international political 
agenda. Yet the very terms in which the 
campaign's demands were phrased enabled the 
creditor countries to wriggle free of solid 
commitments. As the UK weekly,"The Economist" 
(not noted for left-leaning views), brought out in 
its Christmas editorial, the "presents", in the form 
of debt relief, offered by Great Britain, France and 
the US, were of less value than their sumptuous 
"wrappings" suggested. As an example, the same 
editorial quoted the case of sub-Saharan Africa: 
two thirds of the loans contracted since 1988 were 
generated by interests on _ previous loans. 
Cancelling such a debt does not mean offering 
millions of dollars to poor states. All it means is a 
stop to demands for interest, which, growing ata 
demential rate with the years, maintains the 
weakest nations in a situation of inextricable 
dependence. 


In the wake of the Jubilee 2000 success, a 
tremendous ‘wind of revolt' is building up against 
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the continued existence of what has been called 
"these modern chains of slavery", by which the 
poor continue to pay extravagant dues to the 
wealthy. The idea of organising an African 
meeting, on debt and plans of structural 
develoment, was launched in August 1998 by the 
Belgian Committee for the Cancellation of Third 
World Debt (Comité pour I'annulation de la dette 
du tiers monde, CADTM) and the Committee of 
NGO's in Support of Development (CONGAD).To- 
day, no fewer than fifteen African countries, 
represented by national NGO's, are taking part in 
the project, which has acquired a name, DAKAR 
2000, and foresees a date: the last three months 
of this year. 


What exactly is DAKAR 2000 intended to be? 


Initial plans are to draw lessons from the Jubilee 
2000 experience, make a detailed survey of the 
state of indebtedness of African countries, and of 
the real effects of structural adjustment measures 
region by region. The president of CADTM, Eric 
Toussaint, author of an authoritative work on the 
debt problem, has met with officials of some of 
the African countries concerned, to talk with them 
about the mechanisms of indebtedness, and to 
sound out attitudes. "On the one hand", he says, 
"there were highly placed civil servants, sincere, 
who discovered the infernal logic of the World 
Bank and the IMF. On the other hand were the 
ministers, not a bit astonished by our arguments. 
They said simply that they had no choice, once 
they had accepted the conditions of the World 
Bank and the IMF. Although acknowledging that 
these institutions in no way furthered right 
solutions, they declared themselves willing to 
accept the rules of the game". 


Will African countries accept the "rules of the 
game" once they have grasped their implications? 
That is the justification for DAKAR 2000, and the 
challenge facing it. First results at the end of this 
year! 


Another popular protest movement on external 
debt comes from Spain. The Citizen Network for 
the Abolition of External Debt already has the 
support of over 50 organisation and associations, 
and of independent personalities both in Spain and 
abroad. The aim is to raise a movement of 
opinion in Spain and beyond, so that citizens 
actively lay claim to their right to take part in the 
democratic process and become deciders within it. 
The spirit and activist motivation of this Network 
is expressed in the following words : "The 
abolition of external debt is, to-day, a first 


indispensable step towards freeing countries 
reduced to poverty from this absolutely unjust 
load, and give them the option of a future. It is 
not a question of charity, but of justice". 


Contacts: 

CADTM : e-mail <cadtm@skynet.be 

website: http: //users.skynet.be/cadtm 

Citizen Network for the Abolition of ExternalDebt: 
Officina Estatal de Consulta 

Fax: 34-93-739 80 32 

e-mail : 

consultacat@pangea.org 
juan@catunesco.upc.es 











Babara Strauss newsletter@attac.org 





Dublin 2000 


We are all dreamers. So was Martin Luther King. 
Only dreamers can change the world, provided 
their dream is big enough to be shared by all. 
People around here are restless. They talk of 
revolution, of occupying the banks, of a thousand 
people lying down on O'Connell Bridge. | don't like 
that idea. Lying down is_ uncomfortable, 
undignified, humiliating. We are not the rabble, 
the mob, the populace. We are the people and we 
should stand up, march with our head held high, 
dance if we feel like it. Dublin is our city; this 
world is our world. Mary Robinson called us out: 


"lam of Ireland, 

And the Holy Land of Ireland, 
And time runs on," cried she. 
"Come out of charity 

And dance with me in Ireland." 
(W. B. Yeats) 


The masses of people who came out on the 
streets of Dublin to protest against President 
Reagan's visit are still there. They look in disbelief 
as some of their children drive past in their swish 
cars, discuss stock options over cafelattes, go 
from posh pubs to smart restaurants to night 
clubs, stepping over their brothers and sisters 
sleeping in cardboard boxes. They know they let it 
all go horribly wrong but if young people give 
them a sign that justice and solidarity are still 
meaningful words, they'll be out again on the 
streets. 


Too many of our politicians are silent, muzzled by 
the power of financial markets which can bring 
any economy crashing down if they so wish. But 
we still have our leaders, our visionaries. It is such 
a shame that we are hypnotised by a media in the 
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pay of big business when we have poets like 
Seamus Heaney trying to shake us, prod us out of 
our slumber. 


In his latest work (a translation of an old Nordic 
epic tale), Seamus Heaney tells of Grendel, a 
monster on the prowl, a greedy and grim God- 
cursed brute: 


All were endangered; young and old 

were hunted down by that dark death-shadow 
who lurked and swooped in the long nights 

on the misty moors; nobody knows 

where these reavers from hell roam on_ their 
errands." 


Everyone was stunned, numbed. Then came 
Beowulf, the hero, ready to face the monster 
unarmed. Beowulf's fight with Grendel is truly 
powerful stuff, none of your Hollywood special 
effects, just raw and desperate, a fight for life 
itself. Things do not end there of course, there are 
always more battles to fight. 


It's a wonderful poem. We are being so "dumbed 
down" few of us may read it, but it is there. And | 
believe Seamus Heaney will walk with us, and so 
will our politicians, and Community Employment 
Scheme workers, nurses and refuse collectors, 
teachers and nuns, priests, army men and 
women, musicians, miners, laid-off textile 
workers, farm labourers and journalists: all those 
who still believe in carrying out their task honestly 
for the good of the whole community and in 
paying fair taxes so that no one is left behind. 
Seamus Heaney might even read for us, perhaps 
from another work of his: From the |Republic of 
Conscience. He has been there and back and they 
asked him to speak on their behalf. 


You may ask what poetry has got to do with 
revolution and | will answer: everything because 
revolutions start in people's hearts and minds. 


At the moment, a developer has plans to 
demolish W. B. Yeats' last home in Ireland and to 
replace it with a block of flats. If we let them, 
money men will destroy everything, including 
culture. Future generations will have nothing to be 
proud of and they will curse us for having allowed 
such vandalism. 


This used to be a land of poetry and music. That is 
why | think Seamus Heaney should lead our 
march. He wrote about his father tilling the 
ground and his mother peeling potatoes; he wrote 


about how pointless and self-defeating it is to 
want too much, more than our fair share: 


We hoarded the fresh berries in the byre. 

But when the bath was filled we found a fur, 

A rat-grey fungus, glutting on our cache. 

The juice was stinking too. Once off the bush 

The fruit fermented, the sweet flesh would turn 
sour. 

| always felt like crying. It wasn't fair 

That all the lovely canfuls smelt of rot. 

Each year | hoped they'd keep, knew they would 
not. 


Seamus Heaney may have received a Nobel Prize 
for literature but he too is one of us. | don't know 
him but we should ask him and | feel he would say 
yes. It would be Beowulf marching against 
Grendel, the proud spirit of the people against the 
brutal power of money. It would tell our present 
"leaders" who are trying to create a two-speed 
educational system that we will have none of it: 
no education for the rich who can afford to "read 
with mother", and training to serve the needs of 
Trans-National Corporations for the rest. Why is 
everything in our schools sponsored by TNCs? 
Why is Shell boasting from the class room walls 
about how much it cares for the environment? 
(Yes indeed, my Nigerian friends, you know all 
about that!) If TNCs have so much money, may 
be they should pay more taxes. 


Enough of all that. | was brought up in schools 
which taught the values of Freedom, Equality and 
Brotherhood, not entrepreneurship and climbing 
on others to get to the top. Schools should teach 
us to be our very best, for the good of all. 


What we must not allow is the people's protest to 
be recuperated by any one group or political 
party. We've had enough dictatorships, let's have 
some democracy for a change. At this stage, we 
have all seen the threat. All we need is someone 
to give a sign. Look at the people of Austria. They 
waited too long to act, now the beast is in their 
midst. But they are coming down in the streets in 
their thousands and so can we. 


The monster we want to defeat is not even so 
strong: a few pricks in the stockmarket's bubble 
would deflate it. In fact, it is the very people 
blowing up the balloon who will eventually make it 
burst, but the sad thing is that the poorest and 
weakest will again - as usual - be the hardest hit. 
We must be aware of that. 
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Another world is possible, which won't be built on 
the sufferings of the many and the destruction of 
the earth for the short-term benefit of the few. It 
is simply a question of taking back, together, the 
future of our world. 


Claudine - Attac-Ireland 
ireland@attac.org 





To the Government of Finland 
Dear friends, 


For your information: Kepa, an umbrella of 200 
Finnish NGOs, send a following letter to Finnish 
government, on fundamental flows of WTO 
system and serious legitimacy crisis of EU trade 
policy arrangements, and a nessecity for a 
thorough debate on the search for values on the 
relationship between trade and other areas of life. 


All the best, Mika ROnkk6o Trade and environment 
policy - Kepa  mika.ronkko@kepa.fi - 
http://www. kepa. fi/ 








To the Government of Finland 


Issue: Deepening the dialogue on the relationship 
between trade and other areas of life 


The Ministerial conference of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) totally collapsed. There is 
cause for serious consideration of the WTO 
running into a serious crisis. In our opinion, trade 
negotiations in the new millennium should be 
organised on a completely new basis. The EU's 
pursuit of a comprehensive new round of 
negotiations within the frame of the current WTO 
system was shown to be unrealistic. The EU now 
has to critically consider the role of developing 
countries and civil society and their possibilities 
for participating in future trade negotiations. 
There has to be now a thorough debate on the 
search for values on the relationship between 
trade and other areas of life. 


Events in the last few months have demonstrated 
that: 1. The WTO suffers from a serious lack of 
internal democracy. The WTO has not presented 
the majority of its members, i.e., the developing 
countries real influence and the possibilities to 
participate in spite of the hypocritical speeches of 
the leading industrialised countries. Events at the 
Seattle ministerial conference have vindicated the 
accusations of the developing countries. In Seattle 
the major powers, the EU and the USA directed 
attention on resolving their own differences and 


led the actual negotiations among a few dozen 
countries in the so-called Green Rooms while a 
majority of the member countries were left out. 


2. The WTO system is many ways lopsided. The 
WTO agreement does not take into sufficient 
account the special needs of the developing 
countries and their structural weakness in the 
world economy vis-a-vis the developed countries. 
The benefits of poor developing countries from the 
WTO agreements are questionable, neither have 
commitments granted to them in the previous 
round of negotiations wholly fulfilled. Yet the 
industrialised countries have proposed widening 
the scope of the WTO functions and thus creating 
additional pressure on the developing countries. 
Even then the WTO agreements pose a threat to 
international agreements in other areas such as 
social rights and environmental protection. The 
enforcement of WTO agreements, especially 
dispute settlement has undoubtedly shown how 
WTO provisions can be used to lower the 
standards of important agreements in other areas. 


The industrialised countries lacked a real political 
will in Seattle to engage in a broad discussion and 
arrive at a crucial and quick decision on the so- 
called implementation issues which the developing 
countries consider as some of the most important. 
Instead, while dealing with new motions the 
president of the working group did not take into 
consideration of the unwillingness of the 
developing countries to take on board new issues 
on the agenda nevertheless they were rammed 
through with disregard of majority opposition. For 
instance in Seattle an attempt was made to reach 
an agreement on the trade on genetically modified 
organisms between the industrialised countries in 
a way that would have threatened to water down 
the negotiations on biodiversity protocol under the 
biodiversity convention altogether. 


3 The formulation of EU trade policy suffers from a 
serious lack of democracy During the Seattle 
meeting the European Commission made 
significant decisions on trade policy quite 
independently with little possibilities for member 
countries and parliaments to influence, not even 
to speak of a consideration of the opinion of civil 
society. The European Commission in the 
formulation of its final declaration expressed a 
support for the US position on the setting up of a 
biotechnology working group without a mandate 
from the EU general council. In a meeting of the 
council in Seattle all the fifteen member states 
opposed the proposal. In Seattle too were several 
environment ministers of the member states who 
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publicly expressed their deep opposition to the 
working group which according to them, would 
have meant in practice freezing the negotiations 
on biosafety protocol. In spite of that The 
Commission proceeded with negotiations on its 
chosen stand. 


NGOs had strongly campaigned in order to avert 
the threatening vision that an inclusion of the 
biotechnology working group would entail, which 
has not shown to have influenced the Commission 
in any way. The consultation of the Commission's 
trade directorate with NGOs before and during the 
Seattle conference has therefore been shown to 
be a public relation affair. 


4. WTO suffers from a serious lack of openness 
and participation in its affairs The working culture 
of the WTO is still secretive and neither civil 
society nor even parliaments of member countries 
have possibilities to participate in its activities. 
The Seattle ministerial conference revealed in a 
simplified way the lack of public knowledge in 
WTO affairs when a majority of the official 
conference delegates were ignorant of the 
documents on whose basis real negotiations were 
conducted. NGOs and the media are still the 
targets of WTO activities that are manipulated to 
think in the "right way" instead of carrying out 
discussions on the real substancive issues with 
NGOs. The proposals that were presented at the 
Seattle conference concerning a _ parliamentary 
forum and formalising the participation of NGOs 
did not lead to any decision or action. 


5. Trade policy has run into serious conflict with 
other areas of the life. The unprecedented 


demonstrations that overshadowed the Seattle 
ministerial conference and the various official and 
unofficial activities of civil society that surrounded 
the meeting have shown that the current 
economical world system is in serious crisis. Civil 
society has risen up to evaluate the system of 
trade agreements and has put forward a rightful 
demand for its evaluation and an overhaul of the 
entire system. The Seattle ministerial conference 
has brought up a search for a worldwide debate 
on the search for values of the relationship 
between trade and other areas of life that has long 
been missing. A space must now be created for an 
open and thorough discussion on the search for 
values. The examples given describe a flawed 
trade system and disagreements on which path its 
development should take. On this basis, it is clear 
that the overwhelming power of business interests 
vis-a-vis the overall interest of civil society has to 
be dismantled. WTO negotiations can no longer be 
continued in Geneva along the old ways, rather it 
is time for significant reforms. 


We all have to come together and search for and 
build a democratic, humane and a more open 
international system. In Finland also there is the 
need for a more open and profound discussion on 
these issues, among others, between the state 
authorities and civil society. We would gladly 
participate in that debate. 


On behalf of Kepa Board, 
Jorma Kukkonen. Chairman 
Folke Sundman. Executive director 


Translation: Linus Atarah 


